The cessation of cervical nerve root pain following modified SMAS rhytidectomy.
The cessation of cervical nerve root pain following modified SMAS rhytidectomy is reported. CAT scans and radiographs demonstrating substantial changes in the intervertebral relationships are documented. No previous report exists demonstrating the biomechanical response to platysma muscle surgery. The potential for alterations in the cervical spine either positive, as in this case, or perhaps negative with exacerbation or creation of symptoms not existing prior to surgery, is presented. The complex biomechanical influence of the procedure indicates that further study and appreciation of the biomechanical changes are necessary to thoroughly understand the ramifications of the SMAS rhytidectomy.